
 The Bulldog Bark
                                 Written by and for the students of Washington-Caldwell   

Volume 15  Number 3     March 20, 2022

Teen Night Back at Wash-Cald
By Sydnee Martin

Washington-Caldwell and the 
National Junior Honor Society 
hosted Teen Night where 
students came and had fun with 
students from other schools. 
Students in the NJHS decided to 
start doing Teen Nights again 
because they thought it would 
be fun for students from other 
schools and give them 
something to do on Fridays. 
Also so students can make new 
friends since some of student’s 
might be going to the same high 
school.

Schools around the area like 
Fox River, Drought, North 
Cape, and Washington-Caldwell 
were all welcome to go to Teen 
Night. Sixth, seventh, and 
eighth grade students from these 
schools were invited to come.  It 
started at 6:30 pm and ended at 
9:00 pm. If students wanted to 
leave before then, their parents 
had to come into the school and 
get their child. 

Annabelle, Audra, Grace Rupert and Jazmin Kesich, students at 
Washington-Caldwell, performed a song in the karaoke room.



The National Junior Honor Society hosted this Teen Night with the help of teachers and 
parents who were willing to stay after and help out. Some of the activities that students could 
do during the night was three on three basketball in the gym, volleyball in the gym, karaoke in 
Mr. T’s room, where there was songs and microphones where people shared their singing 
voices. Video games and ping pong were played in Ms. Maass’s room which is the math room 
where people can game and have friendly ping pong matches. In Mr. Z’s room, which is the 
science room, there was a rock band and some guitar hero where people can shred some 
notes. There was also a concession stand with hot dogs and pizza in case people got hungry. 

There was a form that students had to fill out with their legal guardians number, their signature, 
and their legal guardians signature. There was an entrance fee of five dollars, but if student’s 
brought a non-perishable food they only had to pay three dollars when they came in. If students 
were coming, they did not have to wear a mask. It was optional to wear masks. 

Lilly in eighth grade said, “Teen night was fun and helped raise money for the National Junior 
honor Society.” Grace in eighth grade said, “It was pretty fun and a good chance to meet 
people who might be going to Waterford high school.” Kegan in eighth grade said, “Teen 
Night ended with a bang since the blizzard, but it was worth the trip.”

Maggie Frost,  Trinity, and Nora from Fox River worked 
the karaoke room.

Many kids had fun playing basketball at Teen 
Night. Some played games while others just 
shot baskets. 



Time to Spell
By Victor

The Spelling Bee is when three students from third through eighth grade compete against 
each other in a spelling competition where the winner goes to a virtual regional spelling bee, 
and if they win that, they go to state. 

Throughout the whole of the school, Jon Fowler in eighth grade won, and is going to the 
regional finals. Out of all of the people who participated, which, by the way, there were 
eighteen participants, the top three people were Jon, Sydney  in seventh grade and Michael in 
seventh grade. 

All of the participants that spoke in front of the whole of the school, are as follows. From 
eighth grade to third grade: eighth grade, Jon Fowler, Grace Rupert, and Victor; seventh 
grade, Michael Ardis, Sydney, and Emma Burke; sixth grade, Payton, Ava Shreck, and 
Parker Wong; fifth grade, Sydney House, Everett, and Abigail; fourth grade, Kynley, Lila, 
and Brook; third grade, Caroline, Jon, and Miles. 

These people participated in the national spelling bee last year, 
and one of them won!

Above are Sydney and Jon Fowler, the 
first and second place winners of 
Washington-Caldwell’s spelling bee. 



The Musical Entrance to the High School               
By Garver Ramus

The Waterford Union High School dispatched two elite teams of students to perform choir and 
jazz at Washington-Caldwell. These students happily went to North Cape, Drought, 
Washington-Caldwell and Fox River. Playing and singing their hearts out and inspiring kids to 
keep working for their goals and to show them high school is not how it is depicted in movies 
and shows. They loved every bit of going to other schools and their old schools with the 
added benefit of missing some classes.

The reason the choir and jazz band came is because the normal band is way too gargantuan to 
fit in the gym. So the high school chose two smaller musical groups that showed no matter 
what band you chose, you will be able to have a good time. Groups from Waterford Union 
High School have been shipping out to Washington-Caldwell for years to show students 
opportunities in high school.

Waterford Union High School often sends groups to perform at Washington-Caldwell to show students what 
the high school can offer. 

  If you can read this you win the challenge

There is a tiny message hidden somewhere on this page; can you find it?



Innovation means an idea that can get 
put to use. The idea of innovation is 
to help the students be more 
imaginative, so that when the students 
enter the real world, students will be 
able to use that imagination and 
create new ideas to help the world. 
The teachers who lead innovation are 
Mr. Zierath and Ms. Maass. In 
innovation class the eighth grade 
students made posters with there 
computers. 

The students in innovation class get 
to be creative about what the students 
create. The students in eighth grade 
are learning about coding and that 
will help them in the future. When 
students open up their mind to new 
activities, the students will be able to 
get better jobs in the future. So that 
means opening a student’s mind is 
good for the students’ future.

Victor in eighth grade says, 
“Innovation can be fun, but it also has 
some downsides.” Hunter in eighth 
grade says, “It can be when we are 
doing fun stuff.” Trevor in eighth 
grade says, “Innovation can be fun 
and has lots of potential. It is also a 
good outside learning experience.” 
Grace in eighth grade says, “I think 
innovation is a nice way to explore 
different types of experiences, and it 
can be fun.”

Innovation Class, Where Ideas Start
By Nick Chmiel

If one mind shows creativity, it will spark another to be 
creative.

Innovation can open students mind to new ideas. 
Innovation improves ideas, inspiration, vision, intelligence, 
creativity, solutions, and more.



Did you find a Valentine's gift to give 
your friends, family, and that special 
someone? Well the carnation sale was 
back again! This year the National Junior 
Honor Society sold 495 carnations. Every 
year the NJHS sells about 500 carnations. 
Sam’s Club said they would deliver the 
carnations on Wednesday, February 9, but 
instead they came Thursday, February 10 
in the morning at 10am. In previous years 
the NJHS bought the carnations from a 
florist in Burlington, but they closed 
down. So this year the NJHS purchased 
the carnations from Sam’s Club. 

With 495 carnations, there comes a lot of 
help for getting them all set for delivery. 
On Thursday after school, the National 
Junior Honor Society members helped 
assemble the carnations. With help from 
Derek in seventh grade, Garver and Nick 
in eighth grade, as well as the girls 
volleyball team, the carnations were 
ready to be delivered the next morning. 
Like years in the past, there were a 
variety of different colored flowers. The 
carnations had a piece of paper attached 
to them, showing who the carnation was 
for, and who it was from.  The eighth 
grade class helped deliver the carnations 
on Friday, February 11. 

Flowers for All
By Grace Rupert

Carnations are a fun way to celebrate 
Valentine's Day. Students gave 
carnations to their friends, family, and 
even that special someone. The money 
spent on carnations went to the 
National Junior Honor Society. This 
helps the NJHS to continue to help 
fund Pennies for Patients and the Blood 
Drives. With this money the NJHS 
reward the winning classes with pizza 
parties and other treats. 

Mr. Thompson said, “I was worried 
that the carnations from Sam’s Club 
were not going to be nice and fresh, but 
I was very happy with how they turned 
out.” 

Audra in eighth grade said, “I think 
that carnations are a good way to 
express your friendship towards other 
people.” 

The girls volleyball team helped assemble the 
carnations. 



               
Mrs. Stephens, Washington-Caldwell’s  school 
counselor, left for maternity leave in January 
because she was going to have a baby. After a 
week, Mrs. Stephens had her baby boy, 
January 11, 2022 at 6:05 am. The baby boy's 
name is Sam. Sam was nine pounds and one 
ounce when he was born, and  was 21.5 inches 
long. Because Mrs. Stephens is currently out 
of school with her child, Mrs. M is the new  
interim guidance counselor for the school 
when Mrs. Stephens is out. 

Mrs. Stephens and her husband chose the 
name Sam because they thought that Sam went 
well with the name Ty. Ty is Sam's older 
brother. Kegan in eighth grade said, “Cute is 
an understatement; Sam is adorable.”  Mr. T 
said, “Sam is adorable especially when he is 
sleeping.”  Sam's middle name is Mrs. 
Stephen's fathers and brother's middle name. 
Mrs. Stephens and her husband wanted the 
same middle name from Mrs. Stephens' side of 
the family, and Ty’s middle name was from 
her husband's side of the family. 

Sam is a very calm baby. He fusses when he 
needs a diaper change or is hungry and needs a 
bottle. Ty is having a difficult time accepting 
the new member of the family. Ty will 
occasionally grab his hands, trying to figure 
out more about Sam. The bulldogs are so 
excited to have a new face around!

A New Bulldog is Born 
By Jazmin Kesich

Sam peacefully taking a nap.

Sam is a new member to the 
Bulldog family.



The ABC’S of Baby Z
By Chase Hernandez

Mr. Zierath, the middle school science and social 
studies teacher, has finally had a baby. The baby's 
name is Easton. His parents like to call him East 
or Easy and yes Easton is a boy. Easton’s full 
name is Easton Allen Zierath. Easton was born at 
5:57 A.M on January 22. Easton was born one 
month premature, so he had to stay in the hospital 
for two weeks to make sure he was eating ok and 
doing ok. It was really hard for Mr. Z and his wife 
when they had to wait for him in the hospital, but 
they knew it was for the best. 

Mr. Z also has a dog named Penny, and one of his 
worries was that Penny wasn’t going to get along 
with the baby that well. But it turns out that the 
dog actually really likes the baby and every time 
the baby cries in its crib, the dog will go up to the 
cage and whimper to try to get Mr. Z’s and his 
wife's attention, so they can check on the baby. 
Mr. Z says the baby doesn’t cry that much, but he 
makes random noises. Easton also likes to eat a lot 
of food and he is also very gassy. 

Lilly in eighth grade said, “He is a very cute kid.” 
Sydnee Martin in eighth grade said, “Mr. Zierath’s 
baby looks exactly like him and has a lot of hair.”

Mr. Z is a proud father of his newborn baby.

Little Easton enjoying the flavor of his 
tasty thumb.



This year Washington-Caldwell celebrated its 152nd 100th day. The students and teachers at 
Washington Calwell found fun and exciting ways to celebrate. “Kids always look forward 
to it and it is one of their favorite days,” Mrs. Borchardt commented. 

The 4K class counted to 100 usings marshmallows. They made the number 100 with 
pretzels, and counted steps to the gym. They also listened to the book 100 Day Worries and 
listened to Jack Hartmann's song “100 Days of School” with their grandmas and grandpas.

In the 5K at Washington-Caldwell, the students collected 100 things from home and 
counted them. Then they counted and danced to 100 with a Jack Hartmann song. 5K also 
colored a 100s grid. 

Students in first grade sorted and counted items up to 100 in groups of 10s then 5 then 2 and 
so on. Then they made Fruit Loop necklaces with 100 Fruit Loops on them. The first grade 
class also wrote about what the students think it will be like when they are 100 years old, 
and used a filter to see what they will most likely look like.

In second grade the students watched a video of an interview with someone 100 years old, 
then they brainstormed about what it would be like to be 100 years old. Then they made a 
trail mix with 100 snack items in it at snack. They also did a STEM project with 100 
dominos, coins, legos, etc and made creations with them.

The third grade class did several STEM activities related to 100. They made a bridge that 
could hold 100 pennies, a desk to hold 100 papers, they used 100 cups to create a building, 
had to create a tent using 100 Cheerios and pipe cleaners as poles, and completed a math 
activity including multiplication adding and so on.

Third grade making a desk to hold 100 
sheets of paper.

The 152nd 100th Day
By Trinity

The 100th 
day is a 
great way 
to 
celebrate 
our time 
learning 
in school.



Satan’s [REDACTED]
By Kegan Flood

The broccoli looked okay, but when 
opened, the smell permeated the room. 

Broccoli is normally very tasty but not 
the broccoli that caused the stink. 

It was at 12:40 when it happened. It had seemed like a 
normal day, all was well, and the students waited in line 
for their sub-par lunch, only to be surprised with decent 
quality. The chicken was hot and fried, and a strange 
new side dish came with it. It was a small case of 
broccoli, normal enough, some would even say 
appetizing. But what awaited the poor souls that picked 
up that case could only be described as “Satan’s 
[REDACTED].” Students should have known it was too 
good to be true, that the school lunch could have been 
anything but bad. But they had let their guard down that 
day, and so tens of students grabbed the broccoli with 
no clue of what awaited them. 
For a few moments, a calm came over the lunch room 
as people enjoyed their chicken, talked, and lived the 
last few blissful moments before it would be released. 
Then as they opened it, its smell bombarded their noses, 
and the noses of every single child in that lunch room.

“It smelled disgusting, and I felt as if I was going to gag 
if one whiff more came into my nose,” said Grace 
Rupert.

“It smelled like something crawled into a heating pipe, 
died, rotted, came back to life, ate itself, died, and rotted 
again,” said Garver Ramus 

These are all accurate descriptions of what that broccoli 
smelled like. God wept, children gagged and threw it 
away. But unfortunately the broccoli had one last trick 
to torture students with. As  the children left, they 
carried the smell with them, and that smell stayed in 
every room for the rest of the day.



 The Wonderful Kindness Month
    By Trevor Brien 

Kindness month is a month to be kind, cheerful, 
caring and nice to your friends, relatives, teachers, 
parents, uncles, and everyone. Be nice to everyone, 
February is the month for caring and kindness. 
Students can, be kind for more than just paws, they 
can do it for the pleasure of doing something kind for 
someone else. If students held a door for someone, 
that’ll be a great deed that they did. All of these little 
things that students do will build their character and 
the nicer they will be. The more students do these 
great things, the more people will have a better 
outlook on who they are, and that’s a great feeling. 

Kindness week is February 13 through February 19. 
It first originated in 1995 in Denver, Colorado and in 
2004 it went to New Zealand. The creators of 
kindness week would spread happiness and make the 
world a brighter place through little acts and gestures 
of kindness. They then made a whole month out of it. 
It was Ms. Vogt’s idea to actually do kindness month 
itself, here at Washington-Caldwell school. She 
brought it up at the weekly PBIS meeting. PBIS 
stands for Positive Behaviors Interventions and 
Supports.
 Ms. Vogt asked the other members if they thought it 
was a good idea. She read about it somewhere. The 
other members of the PBIS committee are Mr. T, 
Mrs. Borchardt, Mr. McCormick, Mrs. Fiehweg, Mrs. 
Keuler, Mrs. Stephens, Ms. Sorenson, and Mr. Voss. 
This made a huge difference to Washington-Caldwell 
school. They all came up with the sheet of paper with 
all of the kindness quests to do. Students were asked 
to be kind to parents, teachers, students, and anyone 
else. Then when students completed these quests of 
kindness, they would get Positive Paws and a pat on 
the back for doing something great. 

Mr. T said,  “Anytime you can 
promote kindness is time well 
spent. Kindness is underrated. 
There are many things people can 
do to show kindness, so I think 
Kindness Month is a good idea. 
Hopefully we can keep the kindness 
going through the rest of the year.”

Chase and Conrad from eighth grade praising 
the Wall of Kindness.

Victor, Nick, and Tek are at the wall of love. 



Ninjas in Training
 By Conrad

This winter the Ninjas, or in other words The National Junior Honor Society, are doing some 
recruiting. Which means, the National Junior Honor Society is inviting students with a good 
enough grade point average to join the organization. The needed grade point average to get 
invited is a cumulative 3.5 GPA. Students who get invited should have gotten a letter to their 
parents about how their grades were good enough for their student to get invited into the 
NJHS. 

This year many students have been invited, including sixth graders; Evan, Annie, Blake, 
Jamie, Brooke, Alexis, Alex, Megan, Logan, Claire, Ava, Payton, and Parker. In eighth grade 
three students were: Drew, Lilly, and Trinity. Any student who has gotten invited to join the 
NJHS and decided to write an application will be either found as eligible or non eligible to 
join. Five members of the Washington-Caldwell staff review their application and decide 
this. The National Junior Honor Society meets at least once a month, and they discuss ways 
to improve life around the school. 

Each meeting takes place for around forty-five minutes at a time. In this time members 
discuss plans for events to do in the future for the school and they also talk about what 
events are coming up and then they begin to plan for them. The current government of The 
National Junior Honor Society goes like this: Grace in eighth grade is president, Marisol in 
seventh grade is vice president, Audra in eighth grade is secretary, Jon in eighth grade is 
treasurer, and Maggie in eighth grade is historian.

Lilly in eighth grade said, “I am excited to possibly get into The National Junior Honor 
Society because it will help me in high school.” Grace, the president, said, “I think it is cool 
that new kids are getting a chance to join The National Junior Honor Society.”    

These are the eighth graders that 
have been invited to apply to the 
National Junior Honor Society: 
Drew, Lilly, and Trinity.



Bulldogs On 3… 
By Audra Heyel

This year the girl’s volleyball team is back 
for another season. This year there is an A 
and B team.  The A team players are 
Grace Rupert, Sydnee Martin, Audra 
Heyel, Jazmin Kesich, Lilly,, Maggie 
Frost, Meadow House, Alex Damon, and 
Brook Henzig.  The B team players are 
Addi Hammiler, Sydney Peterson, Emma 
Burke, Amelia Cordova, Annie Behling, 
Claire Novak, Jamie Hurley, Megan 
Linder, Ava Shreck, Alana Bundy, and 
Payton Ward. The past few years there has 
not been enough boys interested in 
playing volleyball to have a team. 

The A team has so far taken a victory in 
all of their matches, and the B team is not 
far behind battling their way through the 
opposing teams. The volleyball season 
started in the beginning of February and 
will end in the middle of March. The 
tournament is scheduled for March 11. 
Only the A team plays in the tournament. 
So far in the season the A team is the team 
to beat, with 8 wins and 1 loss.  The girls 
on the team are improving everyday! 

Grace Rupert in eighth grade says, “I 
think volleyball is a great way to be 
around friends outside of school.” Sydnee 
Martin in 8th grade, “It is a chance to 
bring out your competitive side and hang 
out with friends.” The 2022 
Washington-Caldwell Volleyball season 
was a good one!

The eighth grade players were leaders at the 
tournament at Wheatland Center.

The team sets up the ball for a powerful spike. 



Head, Heart, Hands, and Health
By Alex Damon

If you have ever seen the trophy case by 
the 4K doors, that is the 4H trophy case. 
Inside that trophy case are awards and 
trophies from 4H. 4H is America’s largest 
youth organization. Nearly six million 
people participate in 4H in the United 
States. 4H stands for head, heart, hands, 
and health. 

In 4H members can win awards. They can 
win plaques, project awards, trips to State 
Fair, a four day mini college experience, 
and many more awards. 4H members can 
win awards by competing at fairs too. 
Most people in 4H are from or live on 
farms. Once a child is in 5K, they can join 
4H. People can not be older than nineteen 
if they want to be in 4H. 

Many states participate in 4H. 
Washington-Caldwell School participates 
in 4H. Our school has a total of fourteen 
awards from 4H. 4H members actually 
used to meet at Washington-Caldwell. Mr. 
Thompson said, “I have never been in 4H, 
but I know kids who have been and they 
gained a lot from the experience. I hope 
Washington-Caldwell becomes more 
involved with 4H in the future.”

Many trophies and awards have been won at 
Washington-Caldwell.

4H stands for head, heart, hands, and health. 



Since 1989 there have been ceramic tiles on the wall 
near Ms. Jacobson's room to the left of the girls 
bathroom.

The ceramic tiles have been there for thirty-three years. 
Eighth grade students started making them in the mid 
80s, and added on to the wall with the ceramic tiles until 
1989. The eighth graders made them for the future 
Bulldogs to remember them. Each of the tiles is from a 
former Bulldog. Many of the tiles are still there to this 
day, but some of them have fallen off or have broken 
over the years.

The tiles have been on the wall for many years. A staff  
member has had the idea of taking the tiles down to 
leave more room for future art projects made by the 
kids. Some staff members think it is also a good idea to 
keep them because they were made for people to 
remember the past eighth graders. There are 132 tiles on 
the wall and the seventh grade students would like other 
students' opinions on whether to keep them or take the 
tiles down. Marisol Kesich says, “I believe it is 
important to keep them there because they are an 
important part of Washington-Caldwell history.” Emma 
Burke says, “I think the tiles should be taken down so 
there is more space for future artwork.”

The Tiles That Bring Back Smiles
By Brook Henzig and Meadow House 

Every one of the ceramic tiles have their 
own unique styles, and none are exactly 
alike.

As you can see, many of the ceramic 
tiles have fallen off and broken over 
the years.

What do you think? Please complete the ballot below 
to let The Bulldogs Bark staff know your opinion.

What should be done with the Ceramic Tiles?
__ Leave them up
__ Take them down
__ Start making new tiles to add to the old ones

Name ___________ Grade ___________



 

 

One of a Kind Spring Talent Show
By Brooke Kierzek

The spring talent show is a fantastic place where 
students can show their talent to the school. 
Students can perform dance, comedy, karaoke, 
and other talents that they would like to 
showcase in the talent show.

The spring talent show will be in April and will 
be sponsored by the students of National Junior 
Honor Society. The NJHS members hope to 
have fifteen to twenty acts in the talent show. 
The talent show is of course optional for all 
students! Mr. Z, a sixth grade teacher, said he 
will perform at the talent show. Last time there 
was a talent show there was dancing, karaoke, 
and comedy.

All the people who sign up to do karaoke will go 
at the beginning of the talent show. If students 
sign up, they will get questions asked by a NJHS 
member. They will ask if they want to go to the 
beginning of the talent show, after karaoke, at 
the end, or near the middle. Students that will be 
in the talent show will have a rehearsal the day 
of the talent show before the act after school. At 
the rehearsal 5k through 8th grade will be 
watching. Students will be given a sheet if they 
would like to sign up. 

Payton in sixth grade said, “It is a great way for 
students to showcase their talents.” Ava in sixth 
grade said,  “It will be fun to have another talent 
show because the first one was so cool.”

Overall, the talent show is a great way for 
students to show what they want people to 
know.

Students who wanna do karaoke can do 
it in groups or by themselves.

Many students like to show their 
dancing and gymnastics skills in the 
talent show.



The Culmination of the Season
By Claire Novak  

On March 11, 2022, the girls’ 
volleyball season comes to a head 
with the girls volleyball 
tournament. The girls have been 
practicing very hard for the final 
competition of the season. 

The girls’ volleyball tournament is 
held at Wheatland Middle school 
this volleyball season. It has been 
at Wheatland Middle school for a 
couple years now, but in the past, it 
was held at other schools. Paris, 
Washington-Caldwell, North Cape, 
Brighton, and Kansasville are all 
the schools that participate in the 
volleyball tournament.

The volleyball tournament lasts 
anywhere from three to five hours. 
The winning volleyball team gets a 
trophy to display in their trophy 
case. Megan in sixth grade said, “I 
really enjoy watching volleyball 
games and I hope the A team 
wins.” Amelia in sixth grade said, 
“I am excited to watch the A team 
compete against other schools and I 
want to see them win.”    

No matter the outcome, the girls 
had a wonderful season and they 
will remember their 
accomplishments. 

The A-team players had a good seasons and performed well in the 
tournament. 



Volleyball Returns
By Lexi  

There are many 
Washington-Caldwell students on 
the volleyball team. In sixth grade 
Ava, Amelia, Annie Behling, 
Alana, Payton, Jamie, Claire, and 
Megan. In seventh grade Alex 
Damon, Addi Hammiller, Brook 
Henzig, Sydney Peterson, Meadow 
House, and Emma Burke. In eighth 
grade Audra Heyel, Sydnee Martin,  
Grace Rupert, Lilly Reyes, Maggie 
Frost, and Jazmin Kesich. Any girl 
in sixth, seventh, and eighth can 
join the girls volleyball team. 

Mrs. Opgenorth coaches these great 
Washington-Caldwell students! The 
games are on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. The B team starts at 
5:00, and the A teams start at 5:45, 
and they have practices on 
Mondays and Wednesdays. They 
start practicing at 3:45 and end at 
5:30. The Washington-Caldwell 
students compete against 
Kansasville, Brighton, Paris, North 
Cape, and Drought. 

They all play in the gym, and in the 
multipurpose room there is a whole 
concession stand. The last game is 
on Friday, March 11 from 5:00 to 
8:00 pm at Wheatland Center 
school in Burlington. The 
volleyball players are doing very 
well, hopefully they will bring all 
of their amazing skills to the 
tournament. 

The sixth grade volleyball players learned a lot in their first year.

The seventh grade volleyball players were part of both the 
B-team and A-team. Emma Burke was absent for this photo.

The eighth grade players were the heart of the 
A-team.



National Junior Honor Society members are students who help plan many of the middle 
school's fun activities. The teachers who send the students invitations  to join are Mr. 
Thompson or the English/reading teacher for middle school. The faculty members for 
NJHS selection committee are Ms. Vogt, Ms. Maass, Ms. Bailen, Ms. Jacobson, and Mr. 
Zierath.

Students with a grade point average of 3.50 or higher are eligible to apply to NJHS. The 
application that allows students to join the NJHS is a survey that applicants have to fill 
out to be able to join. 

An induction ceremony will introduce the new students to the NJHS to our school . 
Hopefully the induction ceremony will happen on March 31, 2022, and students needed 
to turn in their application by March 1, 2022. Also the induction ceremony will last for 
about thirty minutes, and the president of the NJHS is the master of ceremonies. All 
current members will attend the introduction ceremony.

Some sixth grade students were asked what they would like to achieve as members of 
the NJHS. Ava said, “The achievement that I want to do is help out the 
community.”Megan said, “I want to achieve to get my grades up.”

Parker said, “I would like to help my community, help my school, and help my 
students.” Jamie said, “I would like to help my community and school and also come up 
with events for the school.”

 NJHS is a great opportunity not just for kids but also for the teachers to change how the 
school will operate with the idea of improving the well being of children, and the well 
being of the school itself. 

New Leaders in Middle School 
By Logan Myszewski 



The Dark Corners of The Basement
  By Jon Fowler and Derek 

Washington-Caldwell has been around for awhile. 
The basement  was constructed under the first 
room in the building which is now our current art 
room. The basement was built in 1905 and is over 
100 years old. Back when the school was built, 
the basement was used for many reasons. In the 
basement there is a furnace. When the basement 
was first constructed, the kids deposited coal into 
the furnace for heat. There are still desks down 
there that students used back when the basement 
was made.

The entrance to the basement is near the 
bathrooms across the halfway from the 4k 
classroom. It is a very narrow hallway that not 
many people know about.  The basement isn’t 
used as much as it was used 100 years ago. It is 
mostly used to store items that the janitors use for 
cleaning and such. They have garbage cans, 
styrofoam, and a bunch of wires and cords. The 
basement also gives access to the wells that are 
used for water. Not many people go down in the 
basement except the janitors. It also isn’t very big. 
It is about the size of the art room, but it has more 
narrow hallways.

Over the years, Washington-Caldwell’s basement 
has changed a lot. Most of the items in the 
basement have either disappeared or been lost. It 
has really grown from being only the second 
room in the school to being the oldest of them all.

The basement holds many items like desks, wells, 
and even styrofoam.

The basement was built in 1905 right under the first 
building ever constructed in the school.



As students walk through the 
Washington-Caldwell school, hearing 
creaking sounds above their heads, 
they might wonder what is going on 
in the attic? Well, the truth is; it's not 
haunted. Many people use the attic to 
get school supplies and many other 
items.  

Before the attic was used how it is 
today, it was used for an entirely 
different purpose. Today 
Washington-Caldwell staff members 
use the attic as an extra storage space 
that teachers can use, but when it was 
first built in 1969, it used to be a 
gym. The attic was an open area 
where people would sit and watch 
games. The seating area would see 
into the gym that is now the library 
and lunch room. The gym ceilings 
used to be as tall as the attic and the 
lights that are in the attic were used 
in the gym. The citizens of Tichigan 
thought that they should move the 
gym and change the layout, so they 
rebuilt the gym and made the old 
gym into the library and lunch room 
that we have today. 

 

 In the Washington-Caldwell attic, there are many interesting 
things. Here there are some jerseys that are stored along with 
some other gym equipment.

In the Washington-Caldwell attic, there is a 
ladder that leads to the roof of the building.

Secret Storage Space
By Emma Burke and Marisol Kesich



Washington-Caldwell uses the attic 
very differently these days. 
Washington-Cadwell does not have a 
lot of space for storage, and the attic 
is one of the few spaces designated 
as a storage space. Currently there 
are many items stored in the boys 
and girls locker rooms. Mr. 
Thompson said, “Last year many 
items were donated to the Paw Store 
Carts and had to be stored in the 
attic. All of those items have been 
used in the Paw Cart, and now I store 
the Paw Cart items in my 
classroom.” 

But in the attic there are actually 
some pretty interesting items: 
Christmas decorations, children’s 
games, ladder to the roof, gym 
supplies, and more.

Many people don’t know about the 
attic and think that it is haunted, but 
it really is just used for storage and it 
is not haunted by anybody. So 
there’s no need to be scared, but the 
other attic is a different story.

 Not only is there gym supplies in the Washington-Caldwell 
attic, there is also stacked desks that could have been used as 
extras. 

Extra school chairs at Washington-Caldwell are 
mostly stored in the attic. There are more extra 
chairs than anything else in the attic.



All Debates are On
By Molly

On April 21, 2022, there will be an interscholastic debate tournament. The debate tournament 
will take place at the CESA 2 building in Whitewater. Mr. Thompson has been working with 
students for them to learn how to debate for almost ten years, but this year is the first year 
that the school will be doing an interscholastic debate tournament.

Grades sixth through eighth will be able to join the debate team and go to the tournament. 
Mr. Thompson will be choosing and asking students to join the debate team by the end of 
March, but they will still have to be practicing during class and also will be practicing at 
home until the day of the tournament.

Schools will go against each other to win. The first school put down on the list will be 
arguing on the proposition side and the second listed will argue on the opposition side. In the 
end, there will be two winning teams that will receive trophies to take back to their schools, 
but all participating schools will receive certificates.

There will be three rounds for two teams competing in the first round. The first two 
resolutions are “citizens of the United States should be required to receive Covid-19 
vaccinations.” “All public schools in the United States should adopt year-round school 
schedules,’ and the last resolution  “College has become too expensive for the average 
American family.”

Ava from sixth grade says, “If I get picked I would be excited about being able to prove my 
points to other people.” Megan from sixth grade says, “If I get picked for the debate team to 
go to the debate tournament, I’d be pretty scared because I’m not the greatest at debate, but it 
sounds really fun.” Jamie from sixth grade says, “I think it would be nerve racking because 
you have to say your thoughts and speak to other schools.” Debating isn’t an easy actunty, it 
could be nerve racking, or exciting, but still it may turn out to be a lot different than you may 
think.

Three Washington-Caldwell 
students in sixth, seventh, and 
eighth grade will have a chance 
to compete in the debate 
tournament. 



 Unstoppable Students 
  By Lilly 

Unstoppable was the theme of this year's Southern 
Lakes Anthology and students proved that they 
really are.  This year, just like every year, the school 
has Southern Lakes Anthology where many 
students' art and writing gets sent to be judged and 
even get published in the Southern Lakes 
Anthology book. Grades third through eighth are 
able to participate with prose, poetry, writing and 
illustration, and also partner writing and illustration. 
Every school gets twenty-four entries each, so 
students could enter as many pieces as possible. 

There are thirty-six schools that participate in SLA; 
some of the schools are North Cape, Paris, East 
Troy, Elkhorn, Randall, and Stone Bank. This year 
the students that were accepted in from eighth grade 
are Audra Heyel and Grace Rupert, in sixth is 
Brooke Kierzek and Jamie Hurley, and in third 
Stella Kiesow. Those five students will be published 
in the Southern Lakes Anthology  book and will 
have the opportunity to go to a reception that is on 
Wednesday, March 18. The pieces they submitted 
were “Never Ending” by Audra Heyel, “Blooming 
Grows Kindness” by Brooke Kierzek, “The Never 
Ending Story'' by Stella Kiesow, and last but not 
least “Relentless” by Grace Rupert.

The reception will be held on Wednesday, May
18, 2022 and participants should arrive at Young 
Auditorium at the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater at 12:30pm because the 
reception starts at 1:00pm. Chase Hernandez in 
eighth grade says, “I think it is a cool idea to let 
kids express their creativity and have it get 
published in the book.” The students that accepted 
in will receive a free copy of the book during the 
ceremony. Grace Rupert in eighth grade says, “I 
think SLA is a nice way for students to express 
themselves through writing, and showcase their 
writing to more people than just our school.”   

  

Four outstanding students’ art work 
and writing was published. 

Third grader Stella standing with 
her friend Zoe and her winning 
artwork. 



A Day Immersed in Science 
By Alex Connors

Each year Washington-Caldwell is allowed to send four sixth graders to a Science Immersion 
day. Science Immersion Day is a time where students can learn different experiments in science.
 
For Science Immersion day from sixth grade Annie, Megan, Logan, Parker all went to UW 
Madison.  It was placed on February 15. The schools that went with them were, North Cape, 
Paris, Union Grove, Yorkville, Wheatland Center, etc. 

The students who went had great things to say about the experiments. Logan said that the 
activities were very fun and that his favorite was the Alien blood with DNA. Megan said it was 
very fun but you had to use your thinking skills a lot and her favorite was the alien blood too. 
Parker said that it was really fun as well and his favorite was alien blood like everyone else. They 
all were very tired when they were heading back and most of them fell asleep.

At UW Madison the kids did three activities. The first activity was the “Doing DNA The Code of 
Life.” They had to take DNA from a fish and then used cotton to find out what DNA it was. The 
second activity is the “Alien Blood Electrophoresis.” They had to take green alien blood and had 
to electrify it and get bands of different colors such as yellow and blue. The third activity they 
did was “TriboElectric Nano`Generator.” They made elephant toothpaste and then they also used 
engineering to power lights. 
  
Hopefully students from Washington-Caldwell will continue to go to the Science Immersion day 
for many years to come.

Parker, Logan, 
Annie Behling, 
and Megan 
Lindner all went to 
Science 
Immersion Day at 
UW-Madison. 



How to Spell Success
By Megan

Once again the spelling bee has returned to 
Washington-Caldwell School. The Spelling 
bee has gone on for many years. 

This year 2022 from eighth through third 
grade Washington-Caldwell participants for 
the spelling bee are Jon Fowler, Grace 
Rupert, Victor Schopp from eighth grade. 
Michael Ardis, Sydney Peterson, Emma 
Burke from seventh grade. Payton Ward, 
Ava Shreck, Parker Wong from sixth grade. 
Sydney House, Everett Kawczynski, Abigail 
Stainback from fifth grade. Kynley Moats, 
Lila Heyel, Brooklyn Behling from fourth 
grade. And finally  Caroline Wolters, Jon 
Bornamen, and Miles Wabiszewski from 
third grade. The spelling bee judges were 
Mrs. Daschner and Ms. Maass.

Our Spelling Bee winner is Jon Fowler from 
eighth grade and coming in second is 
Sydney Peterson from seventh grade. Since 
Jon is our spelling bee winner he will be 
taking the regional spelling bee from home 
over the internet. Half of his competition 
will be spelling while the other half will be 
vocabulary. 

The spelling bee is really something that is 
more traditional. Washington-Caldwell has 
been holding spelling bees long ago. 

Even in 2022 good spelling is 
important.



Poisonous Pets or Fascinating Friends
By Ava Schreck

Washington-Caldwell  is finally getting pets! Trinity in 
eighth grade is an animal lover. She loves to talk about 
animals all the time. Trinity is bringing dart frogs to 
Washington-Caldwell. Their tank will be in Mr. Z’s room 
on his gardening cart. Trinity said that they will be 
bumblebee dart frogs. Everyone has been asking if they’re 
poisonous. Claire in sixth grade said, “I'm a little worried 
that they’re poisonous if they get out.” The truth is that 
they are only poisonous when they eat fire ants. Trinity 
will be feeding them crickets and flightless fruit flies 
instead. 

This idea was inspired by Blaze, a frog found by Trinity 
during gardening club. Mr. Z let Blaze hop around the 
countertop in his classroom before putting her in a 
temporary bucket for keeping. Trinity took an old fish tank 
from Goodwill and started making it a home for Blaze, but 
sadly Blaze went missing only to be found stuck behind a 
piece of bark and that was her final resting place. Tek in 
sixth grade, the writer of the last bulldog bark article about 
Blaze, said, “I feel kinda sad because we could’ve helped 
Blaze because she was slowly being crushed under a log 
and died of starvation where we couldn’t see her.”  Blaze 
inspired Trinity to do something special for the school; she 
then started looking into dart frogs. Trinity started 
cleaning out Blaze’s old tank with the help of Ava Schreck 
in sixth grade.

Trinity has been hard at work; she created a Google Slide 
to convince Mr. McCormick to let her set up the dart frog 
deal; Mr. McCormick agreed to let the dart frogs come to 
school. Mr. Z already okayed the dart frogs staying in his 
room so now Trinity just has to set up a deal with the man 
with the frogs so that he takes them over the summer and 
we have them for the rest of the school year. Trinity is 
happy to leave the school next year with something to 
cherish forever.

 

One type of dart frog is the bumblebee 
dart frog which is also the type that will 
be in Mr. Z’s room.

Trinity Wilms in eighth grade, with the 
help of Ava Schreck in sixth grade, is 
working towards getting dart frogs in Mr. 
Z’s room. 



Coach Opgenorth: Volleyball Leader
By Alana

Mrs. Opgenorth started co-coaching 
volleyball at Washington Caldwell 
during the 2019 spring season. 
During the 18-19 school year, Mrs. 
Unrath was looking for some help, 
and she offered to help because she 
loved volleyball. 

Mrs. Opgenorth has been coaching 
the girls volleyball team for four 
years. She played volleyball in high 
school and in college. She had even 
played it for fun as an adult. She 
has great memories of her team 
working together. She had a great 
coach in high school. 

Mrs. Opgenorth loved seeing the 
progress the players make during 
the season and from year to year. 
She said, “It’s amazing how a new 
squad can begin and struggle with 
the games in sixth grade and by 
eight grade, the team can have such 
confidence because of the 
knowledge and experience they 
gain in just three short seasons.” 
Mrs. Opgenorth’s job at 
Washington-Caldwell is finance and 
the human resources director, and 
she loves coaching volleyball.

Coach Opgenorth enjoys leading the Bulldog 
volleyball teams and also enjoys playing 
volleyball in her free time. 



Carnations All Around Washington Caldwell’s Nation
By Amelia

This past Valentine's Day, students of 
Washington-Caldwell were able to purchase 
carnations for their friends, family and that 
special someone. A carnation is a flower that 
symbolizes love, passion and romance. A 
carnation is very traditional in many schools and 
workplaces. 

This year carnations were $1.00 and students 
had the option to leave a custom message. The 
National Junior Honor Society purchased and 
made the event happen. Carnations were a big 
hit this year’ a little under 500 flowers were 
purchased. The carnations were delivered on 
Friday, February 11 at 3:00 PM on the dot! The 
carnations were originally supposed to arrive 
Wednesday, February 9. Instead they were late 
and arrived the following day. All of these 
traditional flowers were a surprise color.

Most of the middle school students helped sort 
and put the tags onto the carnations. All of the 
students who helped organize the flowers 
received hot chocolate and a bag of chips. Mr. 
Thompson told the NJHS that next year he needs 
to buy 500 carnations.  All of the money spent 
on carnations was invested into the NJHS. 
Valentine’s Day was the Monday right after the 
flowers were delivered, just in time. Jamie in 
sixth grade thinks that they were nice to get for 
friends. Tek who is also in sixth grade says, 
They were pretty all right, I didn’t get many but 
my boys Chase and Trevor had me tearing up.  
Lilly in eighth grade thinks that Carnations are a 
good way to show that you care for somebody.

Carnations are delivered each year around 
Valentines Day at Washington-Caldwell. 



Return of Teen Night 
By Jamie Hurley

After many years, Teen Night has returned 
back to Washington-Caldwell. Many of the 
middle school students were excited for 
the return of Teen Night and couldn’t wait 
for it to happen. 

Teen Night was started by the National 
Junior Honor Society and is a night where 
nearby schools are invited to come to 
Washington-Caldwell and have a fun time. 
All middle schoolers from 
Washington-Caldwell, Drought, Fox River, 
and North Cape were invited to come on 
February 18 to Teen Night held at 
Washington-Caldwell. The activities that 
people were able to participate in at teen 
night were, karaoke, Wii, volleyball, 
basketball, ping pong, and Guitar Hero. 

Concessions were also available at teen 
night where kids could buy various food 
items such as pizza, hot dogs, chips, candy, 
water, soda, and ice cream. Megan from 
sixth grade said, “There were a bunch of 
different options to choose from and they 
were all pretty cheap.” The price to get in 
was $5.00 or $3.00 with two  
non-perishable food items. Payton from 
sixth grade said, “It was really fun and it 
was nice to have fun with your friends 
outside of school and non-academically.” 

With that said, Teen Night was a great 
success and will hopefully return back to 
Washington- Caldwell again soon.

Many students enjoyed singing karaoke at Teen 
Night.

Maggie Frost and Trinity Wilms ran karaoke at Teen 
Night.



New Foods for Bulldogs
By Evan Armstrong

Washington-Caldwell students have 
many lunch choices and some of them 
are new.

There are many new school lunch 
choices including, chicken bacon ranch 
melt, creamy chicken enchilada, 
chicken alfredo with pasta, BBQ pulled 
pork sliders, cowboy BBQ burger,  
Chef Benny's Italian pork, turkey 
cranberry wrap, soft beef tacos, chef 
salad, ham muchable, cheesy Italian 
flatbread, chicken parmesan with pasta, 
Asian crispy chicken, and French bread 
pizza. Taher Food Service is the 
company that provides school lunches 
at Washington-Caldwell. The food is 
prepared at Muskego High School.
    
New desserts are also being added to 
the menu, like cookies and maybe more 
to be added. Here are some opinions 
from students about the new school 
lunches. Logan Myszewski said, “ 
Some lunches are good and some not so 
much.” Alex Lewandowski said,   “ I 
think some lunches are good and some 
are ok.”

Now that there is an interim head of the 
food services, students may have many 
new choices at Washington-Caldwell.

Lunches at Washington-Caldwell 
school have gone through some 
changes lately.

Many students enjoy new offerings from 
Washington-Caldwell school.



The Hidden Dungeons of 
Washington-Caldwell 
By Mason Thoen and Mike Ardis 

Washington-Caldwell has hidden 
dungeons across the school. They are 
actually fresh air returns. Around 
Washington-Caldwell. They are used to 
return fresh air to the furnace. Students 
probably have seen these caged areas 
around the school.

The hidden dungeons are around the 
school in two spots. Right by the recess 
doors and to the right of the library. They 
were built in 1969 when that part of the 
school was built. Drew in eighth grade 
said, “ They are interesting things around 
the school.” 

Derek in seventh grade said, “ They help 
us breathe cleaner, through the vents.” Jon 
said, “They are very spooky.” Older kids 
have told younger students tales about the 
hidden dungeons: The dungeons will 
swallow the kids, or that they will take the 
kids and bring them to a secret place. The 
dungeons of course don’t do that, but 
some younger students might really think 
that they do that. 

The dungeons only help the air around the 
school. They’re not to scare the little 
children. 

Washington-Caldwell has multiple dungeons, this is one of 
them.

This dungeon is right next to the library. 



The Test of Wits
By Parker

Watch out because the academic bowl is 
coming up. The academic bowl is a test of 
wits between schools. Students will take a 
test that will add up determining the 
school's score. 

Washington-Caldwells academic bowl will 
be held on March 11 at  
Washington-Caldwell school. Five students 
from each grade will be selected by the 
teachers at the school. One student will be 
selected for each subject including Science, 
ELA, Math, and Social Studies. A fifth 
student will also be selected for a subject of 
their choice. After these students take the 
individual tests in their corresponding 
subject, they will be mixed into groups of 
five for team building exercises. 

Schools that will attend the academic bowl 
are North Cape, East Troy, Stone Bank, 
Beloit Turner, Paris, and 
Washington-Caldwell. There will be 
rewards for the first and second place 
overall winners. There will also be rewards 
for the school with the best score in each 
individual subject. Each grade will get their 
own set of awards separate from each other.  

Students that have been chosen should 
study up cause these questions are not easy. 
Make sure to do your best but No matter 
how well you do, just know you tried your 
best and if chosen can do better next year.

After all the testing students worked in teams to build the 
tallest towers. 

Students took tests in ELA, math, social studies and science 
to determine individual awards and team awards. 



Lego Club Returns 
By Blake

Washington-Caldwell students are happy that 
Lego Club is back. Students can sign up for Lego 
Club in an advanced sign up process through 
Sign Up Genius.

 Ms. Vogt has restarted the Lego Club in the 
gym. This space gives students more room to 
move around. Lego Club has become so popular 
that it has outgrown the library. Ms. Vogt is the 
teacher who runs Lego Club, but she will also 
ask several teachers to stay behind with her to 
help. There are so many students that one person 
cannot oversee them all. Ms Bailen, Mrs. Curci, 
Mrs. Keuler, and Mrs. Krebsbach are the usual 
helpers. Mrs Vogt allows the limit of 35 kids to 
sign up ahead of time on Sign Up Genius. Lego 
Club meets one to two times a month until 
430pm.

Lego Club received a donation of $275 to buy 
new Legos. The donation came from a person 
unrelated to the school, but had heard about our 
Lego Club and wanted to donate since her kids 
loved Legos so much when they were little!  The 
fifth grade regular Lego Club members helped to 
pick out a bunch of mini-figures for our 
collection! Check out the display cabinets to see 
the creations each month! Ava in sixth grade said 
“I loved Lego club the first night I got there and I 
am happy that I helped inspire it.”

Everyone at Washington-Caldwell loves to build 
with Legos. And because of that, the Lego club 
will be at Washington-Caldwell for years to 
come.

Students at Washington-Caldwell enjoy Lego 
Club very much.

Students at Lego Club can be very creative 
with Legos.



Science Immersion Day
By Annie

Science Immersion day is when middle 
school students all over Southeastern 
Wisconsin take a field trip to immerse 
themselves in science. This year students 
went to U.W. Madison on Wednesday, 
February 15 for three science 
experiments. This year, four sixth grade 
students, Annie Behling, Megan Lindner, 
Parker Wong, and Logan Myszewski 
(Along with the science teacher, Mr. Z) 
traveled there. 

This year, students performed three 
classes called Alien Blood, Elephant 
Toothpaste, and a
DNA class. The Elephant Toothpaste 
experiment was where they mixed 
Green dye, yeast, hydrogen peroxide, and 
warm water. Then it exploded into this 
foamy goo! DNA class was when the 
students were testing to find out if the 
“DNA sample” was real or not. Finally, 
the Alien Blood experiment was where 
they had three alien suspects, and were 
trying to figure out which green alien 
blood was contaminated.

 “It was a really fun learning experience 
and a grateful opportunity,” said Megan, 
in sixth grade. “My favorite part had to be 
the Alien Blood class,” Annie, also in 
sixth grade said.

Inside one of the many buildings  at UW-Madison is 
there a lot of scenery.

This class that they are in is the Alien Blood experiment.



Groups from Waterford Union High 
School have started to bring groups 
back to Washington-Caldwell. Two of 
these groups were the jazz band and the 
small choir.

The jazz band and choir came because 
they are relatively small groups. The 
full band and choir would have been 
too big. Groups from Waterford Union 
High School have been coming to 
Washington-Caldwell for years to 
entertain and inform students of 
opportunities at the high school. High 
school students love to come because 
they love to perform and they also miss 
school. The jazz band and choir visited 
Washington-Caldwell, North Cape, 
Drought, and Fox River.

Hopefully more groups from Waterford 
Union High School will come to 
Washington-Caldwell to perform this 
year and in the years to come.

WUHS Visits Wash-Cald
By Emmett

Most Washington-Caldwell students will attend Waterford 
Union High School upon eighth grade graduation.

It’s good for Bulldogs to see students from the high school 
perform, so future Wolverines know what is available at the 
high school. 



A New Beginning for NEHS
By Payton

The National Elementary Honor Society, also 
known as the NEHS, is a group of kids in fourth 
and fifth grade who earn a 3.5 grade point 
average or higher. Some students who have been 
in NEHS will soon be leaving, such as Ava, 
Parker, Brooke, Payton, Alex, Jamie, and Annie 
who are all now in sixth grade. 

NEHS has done a few projects in the past, a book 
swap done a few years ago, a cereal and boxed 
foods drive where students would line up all 
foods donated and create dominos, and a 
lemonade stand where students sold lemonade to 
raise money. Near future plans are yet to be 
decided, one possibility is a paint night. 

In the past, NEHS members came up with the 
idea of fence cups to put all along the fence to 
create a message.

The National Elementary Honor Society 
induction ceremony will be the same night as the 
National Junior Honor Society ceremony, where 
new members will be inducted into NEHS or 
NJHS. The induction ceremony is scheduled for 
March 31 at 6:00 pm.

Ava in sixth grade said, “I liked planning all of 
the different things we did, like the cereal food 
drive.” Jamie in sixth grade said, “I liked how we 
were able to come up with ideas to help the 
school.” Brooke from sixth said, “All of the 
programs we did were great ways to help out 
around the school.” 

Overall it is a great accomplishment for anyone 
who is in NEHS. Hopefully the organization goes 
on to do more activities like helping other 
students and community service. 

The NEHS collected cereal and other boxed food 
to help restock the Caldwell Food Pantry. Once 
the boxes were collected, student created a line 
and toppled the boxes like dominoes. 

NEHS students also created a lemonade stand 
to raise money for a gift for 
Washington-Caldwell. 



Basketball Season Wrap Up
By Tek

This basketball season the boys’ 
team included Victor, Tek, Alex 
Connors, Chase, Nick, PArker, 
Michael Ardis, and Derek Lindner. 
The team played well, but the 
teams they played against had a 
stronger game. 

Other than that, the Bulldogs had a 
very good performance. They 
played great defense along with 
offense. With every game, they 
showed great effort and they had  
great run with all the other teams 
and a great drive to the game 
showing that they would not give 
up.  Even with losing, the players 
had a great attitude and good 
sportsmanship to the opposing 
teams. 

In the playoffs, the boys’ team had 
a great run against the Drought 
Hornets, almost being tied, but 
Drought beat them in a very close 
game, and the Bulldogs did not 
take the trophy in their hands.

Although they didn’t win many 
games, the Bulldogs still had great 
plays along with a great attitude 
towards the game. Hopefully next 
season the Bulldogs can have an 
outstanding year and maybe win 
that playoff trophy. 

The boys’ basketball team had a difficult season, but they 
never gave up.



The History of Washington Caldwell
By Addi and Syd

The history of Washington-Caldwell 
school goes back a long time. It started 
with an old school building built in 
1950.

 The first school building, the Caldwell 
School, was built in 1869. The other 
building, the Washington School, was 
built in 1904, which is the art room at 
Washington-Caldwell. All grades were 
taught in the one-room schoolhouses.

 Then, in 1951, the schoolhouses 
became overcrowded, and the two 
schools combined and added onto the 
Washington School to create 
Washington-Caldwell. Ms. Bailen's 
room, the bathrooms, and Mrs. Maass’s 
room were built. When the school 
became overcrowded again in 1964, the 
4K classroom, bathrooms, and Mrs. 
Keuler’s room were built. What is now 
Mrs. Jacobson’s reading room, was 
once the principal's office, and what is 
now the library and cafeteria, was the 
old gym in 1969.

In 1993, the old gym was converted 
into the cafeteria and library and a new 
gym was built. Also, in 1993, the school 
board added the music room, Ms. 
Maass’s room, Mr. T’s room, and Mr. 
Z’s room. Now, Washington-Caldwell is 
a 40 room school (including bathrooms 
and mechanical rooms). 

The Washington School was built in 1904. This is the siding 
from the building.

The art room is now what was the Washington School.



Ms. Goodsir teaches in what is now the art room and what was the Washington School. Ms. 
Goodsir said, “ There are a lot of different aspects to the room. It's crazy that this was the 
room they taught in. I'm curious to know what it actually looked like before all the new stuff 
was there” Mrs. Jacobson taught in one of the rooms that was built in 1964. Mrs. Jacobson 
said “I like this room, the size, and the wood. The only thing I don't like is that the boiler or 
heater is super loud because it makes the kids loud. Also it is either hot or cold all the time. I 
also like the windows and that we are close to the bathrooms. But yeah there's a lot of 
positives, but the heater is the one negative.” 

Coloring Contest Winners
The staff of The Bulldog Bark have selected the winning coloring contest entries from the 
January issue. All of the entries were beautiful. In the 4K through second grade division, 
Amelia in first grade was the winner. In the third through fifth grade division, Lizzie in 
third grade was the winner. There were no middles school entries. Amelia and Lizzie will 
both win a selection of treats. 

Spike is once again hidden in this issue of The Bulldog Bark. If you know where he is 
hidden, write your name and the page number on a piece of paper, and put that paper in 
The Bulldog Bark box in the multipurpose room.

Where’s Spike? Contest Winner
The photo of Spike the Bulldog is hidden somewhere 
in this issue of The Bulldog Bark. He may be hiding 
on the background or hanging like a photo on the 
wall. If you find Spike, write your name, grade and 
the title of the article in which you found him. You 
may win a selection of treats.  



Wait… Is that a Concessions Stand?
By Alex 

If students  have gone to a home 
girls volleyball game or a boys 
basketball game, they should know 
that there is a concession stand. The 
concession stand sells a variety of 
tasty items! It is run by eighth grade 
students, but if no students  are 
available, Mr. Thompson runs it all 
by himself. 

It is worth it because the money 
eighth grade accumulates goes 
towards the eighth grade field trips 
at the end of the year.  The eighth 
grade class normally goes to Six 
Flags Great America for their field 
trip and the money also goes 
towards class gifts.

The items and their prices range 
from: hot dogs are $ 2.00, soda, 
pizza, and gum are $ 1.00, chips are 
0.50 cents, and finally Airheads and 
Tootsie Pops are 0.25 cents. 
Sometimes some former students 
stop by just to say hi and help.  “It 
was not a rip off and it was very 
worth it,” said Payton in sixth 
grade.

So, if students would like to support 
their Bulldogs eighth grade field 
trip, stop by a girls volleyball or a 
boys basketball game and grab a 
snack.

The concession stand is a great money maker for the eighth 
grade class.



Spring Coloring Contest

Name ___________________ Grade _____
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